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The rendition of the Mahabharata tales through Pandavani has always remained a fresh and 

new experience for Teejan Bai. She expresses that “Mahabharata has all the navarasas. In 

every Parva there are different shades. Tell me what human emotion you can’t find in the 

Mahabharata? Kshama, karuna, krodh, sab kuchh hai.” Bhima, she says, “is her favourite 

character and it is he who is at the heart of Pandavani, the art of Mahabharata story telling... 

He is a bigger hero than Arjun,... He stood at all times like a rock with his mace, and unlike 

the others, he wasn’t yearning for kingdom or power. His might was for the poor and the 

righteous.” (Nair: 2017) 

 

Seeking lessons from the selfless Bhima of the Mahabharata, she persuade herself that 

Pandavani was meant for her and she through her dedication and perseverance emerged as an 

exponent of this art form and is instrumental in reviving the diminishing folklore at the global 

level almost single handedly. Her illiterate community, rich in the culture of Pandavani 

recitations was given recognition by her success; she brought economic stability for her 

family members who accompany her as her troupe, has taught to believe in one’s abilities and 

skills that can raise you high against illiteracy and social hierarchy or biases. Today she has 

around 200 students from India and abroad whom she firmly believes would respect the 

Pandavani folklore like she does, and spread it with utmost dedication and discipline that she 

has imparted through her training to her disciples. The best admiration that Teejan Bai ever 

received is a short film on her life that was made by Bhilai Steel Plant. Her name prominently 

appears in the cultural books and documentaries and has inspired the mainstream Indian 

cinema to make a film on her. In short, Teejan Bai’s fascinating character through her 

pagalpana has inspired us all to take adversities in one’s stride and forge ahead trying to 

attain what you dream. 
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